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Class of 2014

Part 1 of 3 in a series. 
Parts 2 and 3 will 
focus on Foothill 
High School’s current 
position and where it 
is headed.

WASC 101: A Definition

WASC 101

Despite the lack of people who know what WASC 
actually means, the organization is very im-
portant to Foothill, as well as all high schools 
and colleges in the western hemisphere. 

The organization could have a massive ef-
fect on whether or not YOU go to college.

So, first off, most of you reading this 
are probably wondering what WASC stands 
for. WASC as a whole means the “Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges”. Sounds 
pretty official, huh? It’s basically an organization 
that provides accreditation for any and all schools in 
California, Hawaii, Guam, Fiji, Eastern Asia, and other 
western countries.

Now, to make it clear, accreditation is not just a big word. 
Schools that are accredited 
can get federal student loans, 
offer classes that are worth ex-
tra college credits, have more 
public and private funding, and 
overall have education with 
a reputation for high quality. 
However, accreditation is given 
only to schools that WASC has 
deemed as trustworthy and 
eager for self-improvement. 
This means a whole lot for ev-
eryone. If WASC writes a bad 
report for a school and decides 
to take away a school’s accred-
itation, everyone associated 
with the school suffers from it. 
The school will no longer have 
a very good reputation, plus if 

teachers teach at a non-accredited school, they do not receive service credit 
years. It can also be devastating for students who dream of higher 

education.
If a senior has spent most, but not all, of their high school 
career attending a fully accredited school, they should 

have a fairly easy time getting into college, right? 
Wrong. 

“Accreditation is very important; seniors in par-
ticular can find their college credits disappear-

ing.” said science teacher Mr. David Yeroshek 
when asked about the importance of WASC 
and their evaluations. If WASC members be-
lieve that a school is unfit to be accredited 
and write a horrible report, the college cred-
it at that school disappears. Even if this is 
your year to graduate, any extra credits that 
you have earned will no longer count. This 
makes the process of getting into college ten 
times more difficult, especially if you have 
had your eyes on a four year university.

Even though WASC is obviously very im-
portant to schools for many different reasons, it 

is not necessarily needed. Only schools that vol-
unteer are visited by WASC. However, as was ex-

plained, schools that don’t get evaluated by WASC 
don’t get accredited, and schools who don’t get ac-

credited are very limited when it comes to benefits.
Now, WASC evaluations aren’t just one-time deals. 

The longest that any school can go without getting a visit 
from WASC members is 6 years, and that’s if they do extremely 

well. The shortest amount of time possible between visits is one 
year, which isn’t a very good 
sign for any school. If a school 
gets a horrible report and 
their accreditation is revoked, 
they have to go through a 
whole process to get a brand 
new charter and apply for ac-
creditation once more. It’s a 
lengthy process that no school 
wants to go through.

If you’re interested in Foot-
hill’s status concerning WASC 
and accreditation, there’s 
more info soon to come in the 
next two issues of fhspress.
com. 
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Left to right: Mrs. LeeAnn Rupley, Mr. Dave Burns, and Mr. Dave Yeroshek head up the WASC 
Committee at Foothill High School. Photos by Jordan Bolger.

MILITARY HATS!!
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Just $20 at the school store.

NOW AVAILABLE:
newsbriefs 
Upcoming blood drive 
announced by Leadership
Everyday, hospitals need about 700 pints 
of blood for transfusions. Foothill will be 
hosting their second blood drive of the 
year on Friday, April 13th in the small gym. 
Sign-ups are from March 19 until April 12 
in C3 during lunch. 

In the next issue:

Library offers new programs 
and support for students
FHS has been given the opportunity to wel-
come new librarian Ms. Joanne Ligamari. 

So far, she and library tech Ms. Shannon 
Pegar have worked wonders on campus by 
starting a new book club, among other out-
standing programs on campus. Look for the 
next print issue of fhspress.com to catch a 
glimpse into the new and improved library.

Drama Club performs at 
Woodridge Elementary 
Lights, camera, action! Check out the 
performance that our Drama Club put on 
at Woodridge in the next print issue of fh-
spress.com. Look online for a video sneak 
peak into their performance.

Used Shoe Collection Drive
CSF has been collecting new or gently 
shoes for a shoe drive, and have been do-

ing a great job of it. Look for a full report 
on it in the next fhspress.com print issue.

Teacher of the Year selected
Hey, who’s that awesome guy? Oh, that 
guy who won teacher of the year? That’s 
Mr. Chaun Slack. Read about FHS’s very 
own science and Leadership teacher in the 
next print issue of fhspress.com.

Former NFL coach hired to 
coach FHS football team
That’s right. fhspress.com will bring you 
the story. Look for our next issue in May.

—Compiled by Anthony Escue, Mikayla 
Franklin, and Nicole Calimoso.


