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&Q A
If you could, what would you 
change at Foothill High School?

“Have students be more 
responsible for their actions.
—Craig Marcom, 
faculty 

“To replace the books with 
Kindles for every student.

—Marisol Range, 
Class of 2013

“The colors. I feel they are dull 
and need a paint job.

—Jackie Chan, 
Class of 2014

Open campus encourages freedom 
and independence to do right

Many students have a tendency 
to leave the school’s campus 
during the lunch period. To 
resolve this problem, Foothill 
High School ought to have an 
open campus. 

An open campus may 
benefit not just the students 
but also the teachers and staff 
members. Giving responsibil-
ity to high school students can 
guide them to making wiser 
choices in life. The school can 
carefully observe and strictly 

enforce the attendance poli-
cies, ensuring those students 
who choose not to return to 
the school’s campus after lunch 
are punished for their unwise 
choices. 

An open campus can give 
students a break from their 
stressful schedule at school, 
and provide students with a 
feeling of independence and 
freedom. 

School lunches don’t offer 
a wide variety of food like eat-
ing at home or in restaurants. 
A school lunch menu can be 
complicated for students who 
are allergic to certain foods or 
on a special diet. 

Some students are short of 
money to buy school lunches 
every day. So an open campus 
means students can also go 
home and eat lunch. 

This means using the fam-
ily grocery funds rather than 
spending more money on 
school lunches. Especially for 
low income families, an open 
campus offers a healthier op-
tion to low-cost school-provid-
ed lunches. 

In the end, the benefits of 
an open campus surpass the 
disadvantages of an closed 
campus.
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“What I’d change would be 
better computers.

—Jaz Thomas, 
Class of 2013

“Freedom so students wouldn’t 
be as rebellious.

    —Dominique Larue, 
Class of 2012

“I would like it if they’d change 
prom night to a weekend.

—Usa Visuthicho, 
Class of 2012

“To offer more foreign language  
classes to take as an elective.

—Alondria Cruz, 
Class of 2014

“I would have students be more 
active in peer tutoring.

—Marc Nickel, 
faculty

“I would change electives so 
there’s more variety.

—Breanna Gay, 
Class of 2014

Respect the books and the school 
budget for learning

 The libraries at schools should be treated with 
respect. Sometimes students leave food; and it 
makes a mess that attracts ants and mice. Some 
students don’t push in their chairs. The school 
libraries have a budget, which could be possibly 
$3,000. That may sound like a lot of money, but 
it isn’t, when the librarians need more ink for the 
printers. Ink is not cheap; some types of ink can 
cost $160. The librarians need to take possibility 
$1,000 out of the library’s budget to buy more 
ink. 

The budget started with $3,000, now the 
librarian has $2,000 because they bought more 
ink. Some books, like fiction, cost $20 to $30 

and non-fiction books cost $50 to $100. 
The librarian is limited in buying books 

because of the budget. And because of that, 
unfortunately, the librarian can not buy all of the 
books or comics series. Also the librarian needs 
to pay for books or equipment that have been 
broken or damaged purposely. 

When you check out a book there’s some-
times a book scanner that’s at the entrance/exit. 

If not scanned, the book scanner will go off 
when you’re leaving through the exit. There’s 
a bar code on the back or front of the books. If 
you borrow a book, and you let someone borrow 
it and it gets damaged, you will pay for it. That 
person, unfortunately, will not pay for it because 
the book is checked out under your name.
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Compromise for open campus 
and better food

Since I’ve gone to Foothill, the 
campus has always been closed 
during lunch. Students with or 
without cars are not allowed 
to leave to get food nearby. If 
students are caught leaving, 
police or teachers will either 
take away their food or give 
them detention. 

There are very understand-
able reasons why students 
shouldn’t be allowed to leave 
campus, but I believe that if 
given a few rules and regula-

tions, they should be able to go 
off campus during their time of 
break to get better tasting food 
that they have been craving. 

It is definitely unacceptable 
for students to leave and ditch 
school during class time. It is 
even worse if they don’t ask 
permission, leaving the school 
liable for anything that happens 
when off school site grounds. 
As long as students run off and 
are able to return before fifth 
period, I believe an agree-
ment should be made to allow 
responsible students to leave 
campus during lunch without 
having to pay any conse-
quences.  A sign up sheet and 

student ID drop off in the office 
for students stating that they 
MUST return by fifth period 
or else they get detention is 
seemingly reasonable. 

I do understand the frustra-
tion the teachers and adminis-
tration must get when students 
leave and go as they please, 
but students get just as equally 
irritated not being able to grab 
some good lunch or forgotten 
things left at home. If there 
was a reasonable system to 
allow on and off campus during 
break, I think that both the 
students and staff would be 
much happier.
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Department 
of Corrections
In the V47N01 print issue of 
fhspress.com, staff writer David 
Pyavka’s year of graduation  
was misidentified. He is a 
member of the Class of 2013.


