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sports
Two 
Minutes 
with 
LAWRE’LL
DOBBINS
Best athletic moment:  

Placing first in the prelims  
at the state track and  
field meet

Latest iTunes download: 
“The Motto” -Drake

If I had $1 million, I’d: Buy 
my father a nicer home

Role models: Father and 
Brittany Griner

Most proud of: How great my 
sports career is going

Dream college: Texas A&M
Dream job: Chef
Favorite dessert: Peach  

Cobbler
Sport I’d like to try: Soccer
Superpower of choice:  

Speed
Best gift I’ve ever received: 

Jewelry from my boyfriend
In one word, I’m: Athletic
People may not know: I 

work out at home, not just at 
practice

A skill I wish I had: To be 
able to RAP!

I always thought it would 
be cool to: Go to the 
Bahamas

I would love to meet: 
Brittany Griner

Take everything, just leave 
me: My personality

My best advice is to: Follow 
your dreams and never give 
up!

Multi-sport athlete Lawre’ll 
Dobbins shows one of 
her many athletic talents, 
basketball. Photo by 
Anthony Escue.

Mustangs make their mark 

By JAUGHN FREEMAN
fhspress.com Co-Sports Ed.
Class of 2012

After catapulting themselves to 
within one game of the state 
championship, the Mustangs 
fell just short, losing 66-46 to 
Bishop O’Dowd on March 13. 
We packed the house with stu-
dents and faculty, as they got 
a bus and drove to the game. 

The game was very emo-
tional for the Mustangs, and al-
though they lost , everyone is still 
proud of how far they made it.

Before the post season start-
ed, the team was named the 
CVC Champs with an undefeated 
league season, and an overall 
record of 24-3. The long road that has been 
the playoffs for the team had just begun. 

It all started with the first leg of the Sac-
Joaquin Sections playoffs. They had blown 
out every team leading up to the game at 
Power Balance Pavilion (ARCO Arena). The 
scores from the games were Dixon (66-46), 
Natomas (76-48), and Lindhurst (59-39). 

When the Mustangs played against Sierra, 
they were the “underdog” team, and in 
the end they also blew out Sierra, 74-52. 

With that leg of the playoffs done, the 
Mustangs waited to see who they would be 
playing on Saturday, March 3, and it turned 
out to be El Cerrito. The game stayed close 
the whole night, but only because the Mus-
tangs shot less than 50% from the free 

throw line (15 of 34), but in the end, the 
Mustangs won the game, 50-46.  

Although their season is over, the Mustangs 
went further than most thought they could. 
Ending with the record of 29-4; they swept 
the CVC league going 10-0, and proved most 
people wrong as they won the Section title in 
grand fashion, and went 5-1 in the playoffs.

jaughn.freeman@fhspress.com

The long road may 
have ended, but the 
memory lives on.

The team celebrates its recent playoff win at the Balance Pavillion Center against Sierra 
High. This was a huge feat that not many teams can say they’ve accomplished.
Photo by Jaughn Freeman.

Desiree Lopez: How long have 
you been a basketball coach?

Coach Drew Hibbs: I have 
been coaching for 24 years.

Desiree: What is it like being 
a basketball coach? Do you 
like it?

Hibbs: I love it, it’s exciting. 
It’s what I’m meant to do.

Desiree: Did you play 
basketball when you were a 
kid? And for how long?

Hibbs: Yes, when I was in high 
school and college. I had two 
older brothers that always 
played, so we played in the 
front yard by the garage. I’ve 
been playing since I could 
walk, basically.

Desiree: Have you ever 
thought about going pro?

Hibbs: Well, every kid thinks 
about it, but you have to 

be good at it. I was good in 
high school and I was ok in 
college. 

Desiree: When do you think 
you’re going to stop coaching 
basketball?

Hibbs: Don’t know, it’s hard 
to say. I have 15 years until 
retirement, so probably up 
until then.

Desiree: How would you 
explain coaching basketball?

Hibbs: It’s all about mental 
and physical preparation. 
Understanding the game, 
understanding what we’re 
trying to do. Trying to make 
them see what we are trying 
to teach them.

Desiree: What is the hardest 
part of coaching basketball? 

Hibbs: The hardest part is not 
actually coaching basketball, 
it’s the fundraising; the 
making sure there’s rides to 
games. When we get to the 
court, that’s the easiest part 
for me.

Desiree: Do you ever get 
worried or nervous before a 
game?

Hibbs: I actually like the 
feeling of getting nervous 
before the game. When I 
get nervous before games, 

I feel good about it. When I 
don’t get nervous, that’s what 
scares me. I think we are 
going to play bad if I don’t 
get nervous.

Desiree: What is different and 
unique about this year’s team 
compared to others?

Hibbs: This year’s team is 
close, and they work together 
to reach common goals. They 
have had a lot of success this 
year, so far. It’s a good group. 
They are playing together; 
They know the rules.

Desiree: Do you think this 
year is the best so far?

Hibbs: I think they are the 
best for a long time, since 
2003 or 2004. It is one of the 
best.

Desiree: How close is the 

basketball team to the 
championship?

Hibbs: That’s a long way 
away. We first have to finish 
our league. We are going 
to try to finish undefeated. 
Anything can happen during 
the playoffs.

Desiree: What advice do 
you give to a new coach on 
coaching?

Hibbs: Wow, it’s very time 
consuming. It takes up a 
lot of free time. Be ready to 
make a commitment to the 
team.

Desiree: Do you ever get 
frustrated with your team?

Hibbs: Absolutely, all the time, 
but that’s part of it. It’s a 
learning curve. It’s the work 
that you do and the teaching 
that takes place. The thing 
I get most frustrated with is 
the players making the same 
mistakes over and over. If it’s 
different mistakes, we are OK 
with that, because if the kids 
make a mistake, we can fix it. 

Desiree: If your team wins the 
championship this year, will 
you get another tattoo?

Hibbs: I will. I’ll add the year 
we win.

desiree.lopez@fhspress.com

One-on-one with basketball coach Drew Hibbs
By DESIREE LOPEZ
fhspress.com Staff
Class of 2015

Photo by Vincent Newman.

fhspress.com’s 
Desiree Lopez chats 
with Coach Hibbs 
before his team’s 
successful run in 
the state playoffs.


