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opinion
Hey, don’t 
be a bully

Teasing, name calling, and play-
ing cruel jokes are just some of 
the many ways to bully another 
person. Bullying is becoming a 
serious offense in high school 
but its beginnings go back even 
further to elementary school. 

Bullying is any form of ag-
gressive behavior being done 
either physically or verbally. 
A bully is someone who uses 
these tactics to put other people 
down for their own personal 
reasons. Over the years bullying 
has grown worse and the antics 
being used have gotten more 
“creative.”

It’s not just physically abus-
ing someone. If you’re out with 
friends and you’re all cracking 
jokes but it goes too far and 
someone gets their feelings 
hurt, that’s also bullying. It may 
just seem like you’re having 
fun with friends, but it’s more. 
The side effects of bullying are 
serious and sometimes even 
fatal. People who get bullied do 
not deserve being picked on be-
cause they look different or they 
act differently. Some people get 
bullied for things they cannot 
even control, like mental illness 
or even for being smart. Is it 
wrong to like reading or to like 
school or to have a good rela-
tionship with your teachers? No, 
those things aren’t wrong at all, 
but those are some reasons why 
people are bullied and that’s 
just wrong. 

Bullying takes a serious toll 
on victims’ self-esteems and 
how they view themselves. 
Sometimes families of these 
victims don’t even know; they 
think that their child is going to 
school every day and learn-
ing in a safe environment, but 
sometimes that’s not true. After 
a while the frustration and pain 
that comes from being bullied 
eventually just gets to be too 
much and in some very sad cas-
es it has led to suicide. It’s sad 
to think of someone ending her 
life because someone else made 
her feel like she was worthless 
or didn’t mean anything. 

If you are a bully, you should 
really think about what you’re 
doing and how you would feel if 
you knew that you took some-
one’s son or daughter away 
from friends and family. 
sharafenna.williams@fhspress.com

Blood drives worth 
the effort to save lives &Q A

What’s most 
important to 
consider when  
choosing a 
college?

“That you’ll be stuck with your 
choice for the rest of your life, 
so you better love it.”

—Mr. Yuri Lavrenov, teacher

The blood drive at Foothill High School is a very or-
ganized process and a very enjoyable experience. 

The people who work the event have it set up 
so that all those giving blood 
can take pleasure in it. The 
nurses are very kind and some 
are funny. The first time I went 
to give blood the lady called my vein, “The Gush-
er,” because I have a really big vein that is easy to 
see. The blood that is given, if accepted by Blood-
Source, a California Blood Bank, is used to help 
people who need blood transfusions. 

The most recent blood drive didn’t have that 

many people. Then again, the event was not ad-
vertised enough the week before and the week of 
the event, compared to previous drives at FHS. 

Throughout the blood drive I’ve 
only known about two people that 
have fainted during this process. 

“Last time I did it I passed out 
and it freaked out the nurses,” said Anastasia Kly-
ushnik, “but I’m glad I at least tried.”

The blood drive is a great way to help those in 
dire need of blood. The next time there’s a blood 
drive at FHS, everyone should consider donating. 

charis.abrams@fhspress.com

editorial

It’s not easy to start over 

Switching schools isn’t always 
fun, especially in the middle of 
the year. The worst day is the 
first day you arrive. You don’t 
know the campus very well, and 
you get lost. 

Being new is stressful be-
cause you don’t know anyone 
most of the time. It’s nerve-
racking because you’re nervous 

wondering if you’re going to 
make friends or not. Also, you’re 
labeled as the “new kid,” not by 
your name, like everyone else. 

New isn’t always easy; a lot 
of people don’t like being new. 
Personally, I move around a lot, 
and the first week is always the 
hardest. It’s one thing if you 
move to a different house, but to 
move to a whole different school 
and make all new friends takes 
some time getting used to. 

On the other hand, being 
new isn’t all that bad. It’s a new 

school, with new classes, new 
teachers and new friends; it’s 
like having a fresh start. Maybe 
you didn’t like your old school, or 
you had a bad reputation. Now 
all of that goes away. 

You can be a whole new per-
son at a new school; everything 
is new to you. Now I’m not say-
ing that right off the start you’re 
going to enjoy your school and 
have tons of friends. It will take 
time to adjust to everything, but 
you will learn to enjoy it. 

kayla.chappell@fhspress.com
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CLASS MOTTO DOESN’T REPRESENT 
ENTIRE SENIOR CLASS
“We gonna party like, party like it’s the end of 
the world. We gonna party like, party like its 
2012…” To some, those words are just lyrics to 
a poorly written song by another run-of-the-mill 
rapper. But to me, and the rest of the Class of 
2012, those lyrics are our class motto! It’s in the 
graduation announcements that were created 
through Jostens. Awesome right?! Wrong. I re-
ceived my grad announcements and found those 
lyrics written on the inside. In my opinion, that 
completely ruined my announcements and made 
FHS look bad. Shouldn’t we have a motto that 
represents our class as a whole? Not everybody 
wants to “party like it’s the end of the world.” Is 
that what we want our class to be known for? I 
sure don’t.

—Jordan Bolger, Class of 2012

GIVE STUDENTS LOCKERS AGAIN 
I believe that we should have lockers here at 
school. Lockers could improve the students’ 
ability to learn and lower the percentage of 
books lost. We wouldn’t have to carry our books 
around. I once weighed all the books that the 
teachers expected us to carry, and my backpack 
weighed close to 10 pounds. That was just with 
my books alone. That can make students not 
want to bring their books to school and since 
we don’t have class sets, we have to make sure 

we remember to bring them. If we had lockers 
then we could keep the books in our lockers, 
then get them when we need them. Now I know 
what you are thinking. What if we can’t trust the 
students enough to keep just school supplies in 
the lockers? What if they bring something illegal 
(like drugs) or something that can harm other 
students? I agree with that one-hundred percent, 
but you have to give the students a chance. 
We’re in high school now. It’s time to start treat-
ing us like it.

—Desiree Dunbar, Class of 2014

3D MODELING CLASS WANTED
We high school students deserve more choices as 
far as electives go. Foothill High does not have a 
3D animation class. This is something I’m sure 
many people would want to change in order to 
better investigate the fields of 3D modeling such 
as drafting, mechanical modeling, architectural 
modeling and much more. We should learn auto 
desk products like Rivet and 3Ds Max which are 
used to create movies like Rango and games 
like Assassins Creed. I hope any one person who 
reads this can see how adding this class could 
improve our education.  

—Dallas Brown, Class of 2014

Use the submit form on the web site (Letters 
page) or write to letters@fhspress.com.

“What classes are offered that 
will benefit my interests.” 

—Chris Lopez, Class of 2012

“The football team, academ-
ics, what it is known for; what 
you want your career to be and 
what college is better to help 
you achieve your goal.”

—Derek Engelleiter, freshman


