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Tests are a part of school. They always 
have been and always will be. Tests en-
compass what students are expected to 
learn and also serve the purpose of pro-
viding evidence of students’ effort and 
learning, as well as, what teachers have 
taught and/or have failed to teach. Tests 
hold students accountable for learning 
and teachers accountable for teaching.

For the majority of students’ school 
years, students have taken the Cali-
fornia Standards Test, (also known as 
the CST), as they are administered to 

students in grades 2 
through 11. The CST’s 
are a component of the 
STAR (Standardized 
Testing and Reporting) 
Program, and are de-
veloped specifically for 
California by Califor-
nian educators and test 
developers. The sole 
purpose of the CST’s is 
to measure students’ 
progress towards mastering and learn-
ing California’s state-adopted content 
standards, which detail what students 
should know and be able to do in each 
subject tested, in accordance with their 

grade level. The CST’s 
test English Language Arts 
(ELA), mathematics, sci-
ence, and history–social 
science. Students at our 
school took these tests 
Monday through Thursday 
the week of April 16-20.

Juniors and seniors 
who are in Advanced 
Placement classes, or AP 
classes for short, will be 

testing for those classes in May. The AP 
Spanish test will be on May 8. AP Calcu-
lus will be on May 9, AP English Literature 
on May 10, AP German on May 11, AP 
Physics and AP Biology on May 14, AP 

American Government and Politics and 
AP United States History on May 15, AP 
English Composition on May 16, and AP 
Macroeconomics on May 17. 

There is a fee of $87 to take an AP 
test, but students who qualify can get fee 
waivers and pay only $5 per test. Taking 
an AP test has a few benefits. Not only do 
they look good for college applications, 
but they also provide students who get 
a passing score of 3 (scores range from 
1-5) with college credits for that class. 
Plus, students won’t have to take the 
class or its equivalent in college.

What a great way to save some money!
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The Foothill High School library is a place where 
you can do so many things. If you want a great 
experience while visiting, here are some of the 
many things the library offers.  

1. Book Club
The club is new to Foothill this year, and many 
would agree that it is a great experience for the 
members. You can join the Book Club and read 
some really good books and discuss them too. 
The club has already read the very popular book, The 
Hunger Games, and is in the process of reading Full 
Tilt. It is not too late to join either. The club is student- 
driven, which means that they choose which books 
they would like to read. However, there is a problem 
that they are dealing with, which is not being able to 
get enough copies of the book for the students. They 
would love to become more of an official club so they 
can do some fundraising to get what they need for the 
members.

2. Textbook Check-Out
You can get your textbooks checked out by the library 
assistant, Mrs. Shannon Pegar. She is responsible for 
checking textbooks out at the beginning of the year, 
and checking them in at the end of the year. 

3. Plexer of the Week
You can try to figure out the Plexer of the week. A 
Plexer is a picture puzzle made up of words. If you 
figure it out, you can win a pencil and a Hershey’s 
kiss. The Plexer definitely gets the students thinking. 
It brings them in so that they can see what the library 
has in store for them.

4. Games
You can go in the library to play games. You can play 
Scrabble, Chess, and do brain puzzles. All you have to 
do is ask and the librarian, Mrs. Joanne Ligamari, or 
Mrs. Pegar, will gladly get them for you. If you would 

like to play chess, but you aren’t sure how, there is a 
link on the library website where you can find three 
sites that can teach you how to play.

5. Joke Wall
April is National Humor Month, so Mrs. Ligamari decided 
to put up a fun activity. You can put a joke on the joke 
wall and possibly win a prize. The deal is if you have a 
joke that is appropriate enough to tell your grandmoth-
er, then you can give it to one of the librarians and she 
will put your name in a box. There is a possibility that 
you could win a free book and some cookies.

6. Librarian and Library Clerk
You can go in and learn things from the teacher librar-
ian, Mrs. Ligamari. She teaches students how to avoid 
plagiarism. She can also teach you how to research 
things effectively. Mrs. Ligamari has a teaching cre-
dential. She supports the teachers by helping students 
gather the right information using the right methods. 
She gathers up materials that the students can use 
when coming in to do research. The students have 
different options for their research. She gives other 
sources besides Google, such as sweetsearch.com. 
These sites are more appropriate for the students. Mrs. 
Ligamari has supported English classes by teaching 
about citing sources and plagiarism. Mrs. Pegar also 
works in the library as a library clerk. She deals with 
textbooks, the school’s database, Measures, and book 
circulation. Dealing with all of the textbooks that come 
into the Library can be a hectic process when you are 

not prepared, but Mrs. Pegar is equipped for the 
process.

7. Prep/Research
You can go online in the library and research 
the best colleges to attend. There are plenty of 
links online to click, and these links provide the 
students with more information on important 
things. Mrs. Ligamari and Mrs. Pegar can assist 
you on the computer to help you decide which 
link will consist of the right information. If you 
are looking for sites to help you prepare for 
the SATs, the first five links listed on the site 
will help you. All you need to do is register and 
create an account, which is simple, and doesn’t 
cost a cent.

8. Read
You can check out books to take home or 
you can read them right where you are in the 
library. The FHS library has a diverse selection 
of books, from romantic novels to action-packed 
adventure books. There are many choices of 

books in the library for students to choose.

9. Studies
The Library is a great place to research and study for 
classes. You can even print out information for your 
report. Next year the librarians are going to have to 
charge students for printing pages. “Some students 
go in there and print nonsense,” said librarian Mrs. 
Ligamari. “They would print pages of penguins.” Other 
high schools already charge for printing. The librarians 
are also more than happy to help you on the com-
puters. They try to teach students not to always use 
Google. “We teach students how to use search engines 
besides Google because these other search engines are 
for student use and are appropriate for research and 
academic study,” said Mrs. Ligamari.

10. The Web Page 
You can go visit the library’s web page. Many students 
don’t even know there is a web page. To get to it you 
go to Foothill’s web page, look under resources, and 
click library. There are three pages of information. You 
can find search engines, prep for college, and learn 
how to use a public library. All of the links on this site 
will help you in the long run, whether it is for learning 
how to play chess or learning how to avoid plagiarism.

NOTE—Vincent Newman contributed to this report.
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In the Foothill High library, 
there’s more than meets the eye
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High School test scores affect college course schedules

This library is a very resourceful 
and pleasant place for the 
students at Foothill High School. 
All they need to do is actually go 
in and check on what the library 
has to offer them.

Mrs. Shannon Pegar, library clerk, and Mrs. Joanne Ligamari, 
teacher librarian, discuss the contents of a library book. Photo 
by Karina Camacho.
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