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already know by heart. Once you have 
typed in your number and confirmed 
exactly who you are, the rest is simple. 
Questions will be supplied by your 

teacher, and you can immediately type 
in the letter or phrase that you believe 
is the right answer. Click the submit but-
ton, and you are good to go. How many 
you answer correctly will be revealed 
to all students at the same time via a 

SMART Board or a regular projector, 
once the pre-quiz is over. Watch out 
though, the SMART Response Remote 
software allows teachers to see who 
has and hasn’t answered a question at 
a certain time. That means no dragging 

your feet or waiting for someone to give 
you the answer!

Pretty much everyone can agree that 
new technology at Foothill makes a lot 
of peoples’ lives a lot easier.
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SMART Boards help get students involved in curriculum
SMART, from front page

Elected by students, staff and parents 
here at Foothill, Mr. Chaun Slack, who not 
only teaches biology, but also advises our 
Leadership class (student council), and is 
one of our varsity baseball coaches, has 
been honored with the title of Foothill’s 
Teacher of the Year. 

Slack, who has been part of the Mus-
tang staff for four years, truly devotes his 
time, energy, and even personal finances 
into bettering and positively impacting this 
school.

Being the advisor of our student council/
leadership program, Slack has developed a 
feel for what the students here at Foothill 
are searching for by staying actively 
involved in making sure Foothill’s events 
are the best they can be. He is always 
welcoming new suggestions from students, 

taking in opinions and considering what 
new opportunities he can provide for our 
student body.

“Mr. Slack has honestly been one of the 
most motivational teachers or advisors I’ve 
ever had the chance to know,” said ASB 
Vice President Lina Mantanona. “He truly 
cares about us, as in the students, and you 
can tell that he puts his heart into helping 
us. He makes sure that we, in Leadership, 
stay on top of our duties. He also motivates 
us to be the best we can be in both student 
life and in the future.” 

Whether it is helping his students, 
coaching out on the baseball fields, or 
helping to organize our frequent events, 
Slack does what he can to make sure 
everything goes smoothly, even if it takes 
up his personal time. 

It is this devotion and dedication that 
truly makes Chaun Slack deserving of the 
title, “Teacher of the Year.”
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Slack named 
Teacher of 
the Year

After the WASC 101 installment, many people are a lot 
more informed about the group and what they do than 
they were previously. However, I’m sure that there are 
still a whole lot of questions as to how our school is 
and has been affected by the organization.

March 2012 marked the month of one of the many 
WASC evaluations that have taken place at Foothill 
since it was established in 1964. The WASC workers 
looked into everything from teacher credentials to rate 
of student enrollment, as well as the addition of our 
APEX credit recovery program. They looked into facts 
on attendance, California Standardized Test (CST) and 

California Exit Exam (otherwise known as CAHSEE) 
content areas, discipline, and community demograph-
ics.

Most of the results from this year’s Spring WASC 
evaluation have yet to be released. 
However, there is plenty to show for 
Foothill’s previous years.

When it comes to our gradua-
tion rates, we have met designated 
requirements since at least the 
2006-2007 school year. That in itself 
is a huge accomplishment! Earning a 
diploma is obviously one of the most 
important goals of most teenag-
ers. Our English test participation 
rates have met the required goals 
most of the times that we have been 
evaluated. Mathematics participation, 
however, has been slightly lower. 
Unfortunately, our proficiency rates in both English and 
Math have significantly dropped since the 2007-2008 
school year. Last year, we met 20 of the 28 AYP criteria 
standards. That score isn’t too bad, but back in 2007, 

we met 26 out of 27 of the criteria. We had a nearly 
perfect score. While a perfect score is difficult to reach, 
we still have time to increase our score.

As for testing, our History and Science CST scores 
have increased since the 2008 WASC 
visit. History held a 19% increase, 
while Science grew 17%. English and 
Math however declined.

There has been a significant 
increase in students completing A-G 
requirements since 2008. This in-
cludes a 98% increase in completion 
rate for all graduates.

Our Energy Academy (which will 
be reopening in August of 2012) 
and our SchoolLoop system were 
both programs that were viewed as 
having a very positive impact on our 
school.

So, how can you help improve our WASC outlook? 
Several ways will be included in our next newspaper 
issue.
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WASC 102: Where Are We Now?
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Teacher of the Year Mr. Chaun Slack uses a visual aid to teach his 
fifth period biology class. Photo by Nicole Calimoso.
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Part 2 of 3 in a series. Part 1 
introduced WASC. Part 3 will 
report on what’s ahead for 
Foothill High School.


