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news

“The students 
had a great time 
interacting with 
the kids.”  
—Mrs. Cheri 
Mendoza

Look for Mrs. 
Mongerson at 
Costco, her 
dream job.

Members of CLIC 
help organize a su-
per fun day at local 
preschool.

By CHRIS MURRAY
fhspress.com Contributer
Class of 2014

Mongerson 
retiring 
early from 
teaching

Mrs. Kris Mongerson is busy 
at work. Photo by Jordan 
Bolger.

By JULIE TELLES
fhspress.com 
Student Life Editor
Class of 2014

May 9th was an extremely hot 
day, not that the kids at Wo-
odridge Preschool noticed. They 
were too busy having a blast at 
the Woodridge Preschool Spring 
Festival. CLIC (Career Leader-
ship Industry Club), AVID, and 
ROP Careers with Children put 
the whole thing together after 
they made the short walk to the 
preschool on the Woodridge El-
ementary campus right behind 
our own Negri Field.

“It was a huge success; we 
had 25 Foothill students and 35 
preschoolers. The students had 
a great time interacting with the 
kids,” said Cheri Mendoza, the 
CLIC advisor who organized the 
whole event.

There were nothing but 
smiles on the little kids’ faces 
as they enjoyed tons of fun ac-
tivities, like a cookie walk, clown 
bean-bag toss, egg races, duck 
fishing, jump houses, crazy arts 
and crafts, face painting, and 
playing with bubbles. Even after 
all of that and hours under the 
blistering sun running around 
with unrelenting four- and five-
year-olds, there weren’t any 
complaints from Foothill stu-
dents. 

 Senior Maggie Caldwell said 
“Although very tiring, it was also 
very rewarding to see all the 
smiles and know I had helped 
make that happen.” And she 
wasn’t alone on that note.

“It was a great experience, 
to make all the kids smile and 
laugh,” said AVID student, Mari-
ah Arizmendi.

There wasn’t a dull moment 
for the club members, supervi-
sors, or kids.
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CLIC entertains preschoolers 
at Woodridge Spring Festival

ABOVE: CLIC Club member Rachel Pluto enjoys blowing bubbles with a happy Woodridge 
pre-schooler. BELOW: Scenes from the event, including games and arts and crafts. Photos 
by Alex Hurst.

After 27 years of teaching, a 
much loved science teacher, 
Mrs. Kris Mongerson, decid-
ed it’s time to retire from her 
teaching position at Foothill. 

Having not taken a manda-
tory test dealing with CLAD/EL 

authorization (requirement to 
teach English Language Learn-
ers), Mrs. Mongerson simply 
made plans to retire rather than 
get cut loose by the district.

 With that being said, she 
has more than just one reason 
for her decision to leave. 

Do you have any idea how 
much extra time teachers put 
into their jobs after school? 
Staying until five-thirty to six 
everyday is extremely tiring; 
and it can really burn a person 
out. She felt a less demanding 

job would suit her better.
Mrs. Mongerson plans on 

working at Costco, which, strange-
ly enough, is her dream job.

Don’t worry too much, Foot-
hill. Mrs. Mongerson plans on 
coming around and substituting 
from time to time. 

“I look forward to coming 
back and visiting everyone,” she 
explains. Her visits will surely 
be anticipated by everyone.
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