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opinion
Earn respect 
as you 
mature  

Senior trip to Mexico 
carries responsibility
This year one of the senior’s parents has set up a 
trip for the seniors to go on a cruise ship around 
the area of Mexico from June 4 to June 9. 

The seniors have to be at Long Beach in Los 
Angeles by 11 a.m. to board the ship. This trip is 
going to be fun, without a doubt, but that doesn’t 
mean the seniors shouldn’t be safe. 

Because it is organized by a parent, it is not 
considered an official school trip and the school 
is not liable for anything that 
happens. The seniors are go-
ing to another country, which 
means the laws of that country 
must be followed. In Mexico, if you are 18, you 
can legally drink. It is probable that some of the 
seniors’ parents don’t like the sound of that, only 
because the seniors are on their own. There will 
be some chaperones, though, just to make sure 
everyone is having fun and being safe. Everyone 
should look to see that the seniors are responsible 
and maybe even use the buddy system when they 

get off the boat. The law changes and so do the 
people. If the seniors use the buddy system, they 
have a better chance to be safe and have fun on 
this trip. 

Any seniors who are planning on going on the 
trip need to pay a total of $350. That pays for the 
cruise ship and all of the food. Everything on the 
ship is included, with the exception of soda. 

So when the seniors attend this event they 
are going to have fun. The cruise 
ship has many attractions. There 
are swimming pools, 18-and-over 
clubs, basketball and volleyball 

courts, and different dance rooms. There are 
many events that will be going on during their 
trip that the seniors might be surprised by, for 
example, something like a Karaoke night.

The trip is meant to be fun for everyone in-
volved. That fun comes at a cost, but the cost is 
affordable. Be smart and be safe.

charis.abrams@fhspress.com
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Littering and the potential new 
consequences of being lazy

Foothill High School has 
been having a major littering 
problem since I got here my 
freshman year. I have thought 
of four ways we could handle 
this problem. 

My first idea is that if you 
are caught littering then you 
should get a detention and 
have to spend an hour after 
school picking up litter. 

My second idea is that if a 

student is caught littering more 
than FIVE times during the 
same month then that student 
should-on their fifth strike-have 
to pick up garbage for a whole 
week. 

My third idea for our 
school’s litter problem is to 
give students who have good 
grades and open periods the 
right to have their free periods 
used to keep the halls clean 
of litter and clear of students 
who shouldn’t be in the halls, 
in other words, they would be 
hall monitors. My final idea 

is that our school should hire 
more janitors or hire and pay 
students, who have an open 
period, minimum wage to help 
clean the school during their 
open period. This way they get 
work experience, the school 
would be cleaner, and they 
could put that on college ap-
plications. 

I hope this helps to open 
some eyes of people in the 
school and helps the students 
in the school practice cleaner 
habits.

letters@fhspresss.com

COMMENTARY
By STEVEN KOERNER
fhspress.com Contributor

Graduation is a milestone in one’s life. It is not 
only anticipated by students as the end of their 
grade school years, but also by proud parents 
who long to see their children graduate and walk 
across the stage with their heads held high, thus 
becoming a contributing mem-
ber of society. 

Who would want to ruin their 
opportunity to walk at gradua-
tion? No one. This is why se-
niors have been warned by administration and 
teachers to be good.

Seniors are very proud of their high school ca-
reers and their “senior status.” They have looked 
forward to their senior year and all the fun that 
comes with it. While senior year seems like it goes 
by slowly for some who want to skip through the 
year straight to graduation, seniors must remember 

that school is still school and they must still work. 
They must pass their classes to graduate. 

They must not allow the infamous disease known 
as “senioritis” to infect them. They are still sub-
jected to following the same rules and respecting 

the dress code just like the rest of 
the student body. 

They will not be permitted to 
“walk” if they get suspended. Se-
niors may want to take this into 

account when planning the senior prank. Admin-
istration has warned that “students who take part 
in vandalism will not be able to “walk.” 

While planning and participating in the prank may 
be fun, seniors should consider if they want to be a 
part of it, especially if there is vandalism involved. 

If not, go for it! You only live once.
jessica.gomez@fhspress.com
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Don’t blow your chance to 
walk at graduation

On [March 22] there was an 
assembly called “Secrets,” 
which gave us advice on how 
to prevent HIV, STDs, and 
pregnancy. They told us what 
these meant and how they can 
harm us. They also taught us 
about safe sex. Some of the 
messages were always use a 
condom and take birth control. 
Nothing is ever 100%, that’s 
why you should never do it. 
This assembly made me think 
twice and put a lot of informa-
tion in my head about how 
many diseases can be spread 
by having sex. Some of these 
diseases can cause harm and 
possibly death. Overall this 
assembly taught, hopefully, a 
lot of us. The “Secrets” play 
created a fun play to keep us 
focused on what they were try-
ing to tell us. It was great. 

—Nicole Norona
Class of 2014

I really liked the “Secrets” 
play. It made a big difference 
to a whole bunch of people. I 
would give the assembly an 8 
out of 10 because I thought it 
was short and there could have 
been more time for questions 
that could have been critical in 
a young person’s life. 

—Diego Prieto
Class of 2014

“Secrets” assembly 
gets positive 
review; suggestion

When you’re a child your 
parents do everything for you, 
and as you grow up, that load 
on your parents lightens with 
every birthday that comes your 
way. The older you get the 
more responsibility you receive 
and the less your parents get. 

Your parents will always be 
responsible for you, up until 
the day you turn that magic 
number of 18. When you get 
to a certain age range, say like 
in high school, your parents 
shouldn’t be spoon feeding you 
with simple stuff. Your parents 
really only have the respon-
sibility to feed and clothe you 
and to make sure you have a 
roof over your head to come 
home to. They shouldn’t have 
to worry about you sneaking 
out, ditching class, hanging out 
with the wrong crowd, lying or 
acting a fool as soon as you get 
out of their presence. 

I know that as we grow up 
and gain more responsibility it 
can get overwhelming, but that’s 
when you sit back and think 
about how to make it easier 
without shirking your respon-
sibilities. There’s a saying that 
“kids will be kids.” That’s true, 
because we are kids and we will 
make mistakes, but on the other 
hand, too many teenagers use 
that excuse to act however they 
want without thinking about the 
consequences. Cursing, starting 
“drama” or wearing inappropri-
ate clothing is not being respon-
sible. When you get home, you 
don’t act that way in front of 
your mom or dad. Then when 
you do get in trouble a kid may 
use the excuse that it is some-
one else’s fault.Take responsibil-
ity for your actions and accept 
the consequences. 

Teenagers just want their 
parents to trust them and give 
them freedom and respect, but 
with freedom and respect come 
responsibility to handle them 
and to not act like children.
sharafenna.williams@fhspress.com


