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studentlife
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Class of 2015

Richard Deland poses in his Marines garb. Photo by Jordan 
Bolger.

Student bound for the military
By KEANA ZAMBRANO
fhspress.com Staff
Class of 2012

What are your plans after graduating from high school? Is it 
attending a community college or maybe a four year university? 
Well another option for graduates from high school is joining the 
military. Military benefits are as endless as the appreciation felt for 
those who choose the military lifestyle, to serve and protect our 
country. We should all be thankful and proud that we have students 
who are willing to fight for our country. So next time you see a man 
or woman who are in the service, just go up shake their hand, and 
say, “thank you.”

There are a lot of things that you can do for your country and 
joining the military is one of the best things that you can do. Se-
nior Richard Deland explained why he decided to join the military. 

“It’s the only thing that I can see myself doing,” said Deland. 
“It’s also been my lifelong dream for me to serve in the military, 
and the Marines (the branch of the military he decided to join) are 
the most honorable and dedicated branch of the military. I want to 
fight for my country and look good doing it.”

Is the military for you? It is for you if you thrive in a strict and 
structured environment, if you like helping people, have a sense of 
adventure and want to travel. Yes you may risk your life and have 
a possibility of death. But consider the many famous people who 
got their start in the military, or as children of military parents, 
and you may agree that there’s something about the military life-
style that sets people up for greatness. 

One of the benefits of becoming a member of the military is 
excellent medical and dental coverage. While medical insurance 
in the civilian world is increasing, the benefits of the military are 
fairly stable. Another benefit of joining the military is that you 
become physically fit because of PT (physical training) as long as 
you’re willing and dedicated. You can also travel around the world 
and go to places you never would’ve thought of going to.                                                                                

keana.zambrano@fhspress.com
Patrick Deland contributed to this report. 

College is a huge 
transitional period. It’s 
the “next step” in life.  

By BRITTNEY WARD
fhspress.com Staff
Class of 2012

Seniors have a lot of stress on their shoulders with 
it being their final year of high school. It’s more 
than the underclassmen imagine. 

We have so many deadlines and standards 
to meet, and housing decisions for college are a 
dread. A term that is really a problem for seniors 
is “senioritis,” when a se-
nior is lazy just because 
it’s the last year and they 
don’t attend class, barely 
do their work, or just do 
enough to get by. College 
is a huge transitional pe-
riod. It’s the “next step” 
in life and honestly causes the most stress for 
seniors. In the beginning you worry about meet-
ing deadlines for applications, and then it’s the 
anxious wait to hear back from those colleges to 
see who accepted you. After your acceptance you 
have the deadlines for financial aid and housing 
applications. 

First, you have to decide if you want to live at 
home, off-campus, or on-campus, and then you 
need to look into your financial aid to see what 
dorm and meal plan you can afford. Campus liv-

ing comes with way more than just wanting to 
be on your own, you will have a roommate that 
you most likely don’t know, and with whom you 
may have personality conflicts. The pro to on-
campus living is the dorms include utilities in your 
monthly installments so you don’t have the worry 
about what next month’s light bill will be. How-
ever, freshmen are required to have a meal plan, 
and that makes it even more expensive. The meal 
plan I was looking at added $3,000 more dollars 

to my freshman year ex-
penses. 

So some may lean 
towards the apartments 
off-campus, with no cur-
few, and you’re more 
independent,  can come 
and go as you please. 

But you do have the financial hardship of furnish-
ing your place, finding a nice neighborhood where 
you won’t get distracted from your school work, 
and utilities and cable are a big hassle. Signing a 
lease at an apartment may be hard because there 
is a contract you have to abide by. There is a lot to 
consider when deciding on your housing situation 
for college. 

Whatever you choose just remember, your 
housing is for college stability not for partying.

brittney.ward@fhspress.com

College living: It’s not that easy 

FHS cracks 
down on 
dress code

Once again, it’s spring semes-
ter at Foothill. That means Mrs. 
Cheri Mendoza offers her Child 
Development class to students. 

The class material contains 
topics such as prenatal devel-
opment which helps to provide 
discipline and guidance for teen 
parenting. To incorporate what 
was learned throughout the se-

mester, a project is offered near 
the end where students of the 
class could take home an infant 
simulator for the span of two-to-
three days. 

Just like real ones, the babies 
cried at random times during the 
day and night, needed to be held, 
changed, and fed. To receive a 
grade for this project, every ac-
tion was recorded electronically 
and evaluated, when the baby 
cried to even if it was neglected.    
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Preparing for the future

Charis Abrams cradles a “Real Care” baby. Photo by Irina 
Nikisheva.

The administration is enforcing 
the dress code, causing some 
students to be removed from 
class to change. 

You can’t wear shorts that 
are shorter then fingertip 
length. Another thing that you 
can’t wear are strapless shirts, 
spaghetti straps, or tank tops in 
general. Another rule that is still 
being applied is that you can’t 
wear three items of red or blue. 

“I say that the parents 
should be the ones who decide 
what their kids wear, because 
they are the community and 
community has a voice,” said 
Mrs. Sandy Dutra, when asked. 

While enforcing this rule, 
teachers carry more responsi-
bility. They have to check for 
students that have inappropri-
ate clothing on. With this rule, 
it could take teaching time from 
teachers and learning from stu-
dents.

So students can make things 
easier for themselves, and for 
the faculty, by following the 
rules that are already in place.                                            
karina.camacho@fhspress.com


